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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Current Amended) A regional message server of a communication system, said regional 
message server comprising: 

a first connection for connecting to a first agency, wherein said first agency 
communicates under a first addressing scheme; 

a second connection for connecting to a second agency, wherein said second agency 
communicates under a second addressing scheme; and 

a global directory connected to said first connection and said second connection, wherein 
said global directory is adapted to p rovide a common hierarchical addressing scheme for said 
first agency and said second agency and tc> maintain both g l obal addresses and local addresses for 
said first agency and said second agency, and wherein said c nmmnn h ierarchical addressing 
scheme provides said global addresses by adding to said local addresses additional information 
that identifies one of said first agency and said second agencv: and 

a central processing unit connected to said first connection and said second connection 
and said global directory* 

wherein said central processing unit is adapted to receive from said first agency a 
message having a global address for said second agencv. to substitute a local address 
corresponding to said global address, and to transmit said message to said local address in said 
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second agency, a dd additional hi e rarchy to said first addressing sch e ma and add s e cond 
addr e s s ing scheme to provide communication between iuksta in said first agency and users in oaid 
aooond agency, with out changing said first addressing scheme or said occond addrosaing sch e me. 

2. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1 , wherein said first connection connects 
to a first message switching unit in said first agency and said second connection connects to a 
second message switching unit in said second agency. 

3. (Original) The regional message server in claim ! , further comprising a translator, 
wherein said first agency and said second agency operate under different addressing protocols 
and said translator translates between said different addressing protocols. 

4. (Currently Amended) The regional message server in claim 1, wherein said global 
directory further m aintains said local addresses and said corr esponding global addresscs_of units 
within said first agency and said second agency. 

5. (Currently Amended) The regional message server in claim 1, wherein said central 
processing unit changes aa global a ddress of a unit in said se cond agency in a message received 
from said first agency into a forma t, such as a local address, acceptable to said second agency and 
forwards said message to said second agency. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The regional message server in claim 1 , wherein said first agency 
and said second agency are provided access to said global directory to obtain said global 
addresses of units within said global directory. 

7. (Original) The regional message server in claim 1, wherein said central processing unit 
produces a report of active units in said first agency and said second agency. 

8* (Currently Amended) A communication system comprising: 

a plurality of first-level regional servers, each connected to a first agency and a second 
agency; and 

a second-level regional server connected to a said_ plurality of said first-level regional 
servers, wherein each of said first-level regional servers comprises: 

a first connection for connecting to said first agency, wherein said first agency 
communicates under a first addressing scheme; 

a second connection for connecting to said second agency, wherein said second agency 
communicates under a second addressing scheme; 

a global directory connected to said first connection and said second connections wherein 
said global directory is adapted to provide a common hierarchical address ing scheme for said 
first agency and said second agency and to maintain bo th global addresses and local addresses for 
said first agency and said .second agenc v. and wher ein said common hierarchical ad dressing 
scheme provides said global addresses by adding to said lo cal addresses additional information 
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that identifies one of said first agency and said s econd agency: and 

a central processing unit connected to said first connection and said second connection 

and said global director 

wherein said central processing unit is adapted to receive from said first agency a 
mRc^pe havin ft a plobal address for said second agen cy, to substitute a local address 
rntrcsprffldin fT to said global address, and to transmit said message to said local address in said 
second agency, a d d a regional address to oaid first addressing scheme and said sooond oddroflaing 
schome to provide communication b e tween users in said first agency and ufloro in said oecond 
agoncy, without changing said first addressing scheme or said sooond a d dr e ssing ooh e m e . 

9. (Original) The communication system in claim 8, wherein said second-level regional 
server comprises: 

a first connection for connecting to one first-level regional server; 
a second connection for connecting to another first-level regional server; 
a directory of regional servers; and 
a central processing unit. 

1 0. (Original) The communication system in claim 9, wherein said directory of regional 
servers maintains addresses of all regional servers serviced by said communication system. 

1 1 . (Original) The communication system in claim 9, wherein said central processing unit 
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forwards said message from one first-levei regional server to one or more second-level regional 
servers. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of transferring messages between a first agency and a 
second agency, said method comprising: 

using a common hierarchical addressing scheme to provid e corresponding global 
addresses for local addresse s in said first agency and said second agency by adding to said local 
addresses additional information that identifies one of said first agen cy and said second agency; 

transferring a message having one of a local address for said first agency and a global 
addr ess for said second agency_fr om a sending unit in said first agency to a first message 
switching unit within said first agency, wherein said first agency communicates under a first 
addressing scheme; 

transferring said message from said first message switching unit to a regional message 
server if said message has said global address for said second agency; 

substituting a ftariftfc by said regional message server, said local address corresponding tu 
said global m address for said second agency o f said m essage; 

transferring said message from said regional message server to a second message 
switching unit in said second agency, wherein said second agency communicates under a second 
addressing scheme; and 

transferring said message from said second message switching unit to a destination unit in 
sai d second agency? 
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w l i Li oin oaid altering pr oc es s adds additional hierar c hy to uiid first adducing sohome 
and ztid occo n d nd rir miinc mh r nr r rn "' f4tl eemmuaiealieB between users in said first ayeney 
aad uaoro in said second ogenoy, without changing ^ firnt addressing .riiomc nr o nirl seeerei 



1 3 . (Original) The method in claim 1 2, further comprising translating, by said regional 
message server, said message from an addressing protocol used by said first agency to a protocol 
used by said second agency. 

14. (Current Amended) The method in claim 12, further comprising maintaining a global 
directory having said local addr^ * nnd said global addresses of units within said first agency 
and said second agency. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 14, further comprising providing said first 
agency and said second agency access to said global directory to obtain said global addresses of 
said units within said global directory. 

16. (Original) The method in claim 12, further comprising producing a report of active units 
in said first agency and said second agency. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method of transferring messages between a first agency and a 
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second agency, said method comprising: 

establishing a n etwork in which said first age ncy and said second agency are each in 
rnmmnnication with a corresponding one o f a plurality of first-level regional message servers 
and in which each of said plurality of first-level regional message servers are in communication 
with a second-level reg ional message server; 

using a common hierarchical addressing scheme to pr ovide corresponding global 
addresses for local addresses in said fust agency and said second agency by adding to said local 
addresses additional information that identifies one of said firs t agency and said second agency 
and said corre s ponding one of said first-leyel regional message servers; 

transferring a message from a sending unit in a first agency to a first message switching 
unit within said first agency, wherein said first agency communicates under a first addressing 

scheme; ^ 

transferring said message from said first message switching unit to said corresponding 
first -level regional message server of said first agency, if sa id message has a global address that 
identifies said second agency and said corresponding first- level regional message server; 

transferring said message from said first-level regional message server of said first agency 
to a second-level regional message server; 

transferring said message from said second-level regional message server to a said seGond 
first-leyei regional message server of said seco nd agency: 

substituting a ltering, by said seeeftd - first-level regional message server of said second 
agency, said local address corresponding to said global a ft address of said message ; 
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transferring said message from said se cond first-level regional message server of said 
se cond agency to a second message switching unit in said second agency, wherein said second 
agency communicates under a second addressing scheme; and 

transferring said message from said second message switching unit to a destination unit in 
said second agency? 

wherein said a lte ring procoao adcto additional hi e rarchy to s aid first addressing oohem e 

and said sooond addressing aoh e m e to provide communication b e tw ee n usoro in said first agonoy 
and m e re in said uooond ag e ncy, without changing said first addr e ss i ng soh e m e or said oooond 
addressing sch e me , 

1 8. (Original) The method in claim 17, further comprising translating, by one of said first 
regional message server and said second regional message server, said message from an 
addressing protocol us«d by said first agency to a protocol used by said second agency. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 1 7, further comprising maintaining a global 
directory having said local addresses and said global a ddresses of units within said first agency 
and said second agency. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 1 9 T further comprising providing said first 
agency and said second agency access to said global directory to obtain said global a ddresses of 
units within said global directory. 
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21 . (Original) The method in claim 17, further comprising producing a report of active units 
in said first agency and said second agency. 
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